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guage of the Gospels shows that the marks of
human authorship are not in them. No labored
periods commensurate with dignity of sentiment,
novelty of miracle, or profundity of truth are
found in them. The writers seem to be alike
reined in by the steady hand of a mysterious con-
trolling power, so that their writings might wear
an aspect that should ever distinguish them from
all others of mere human authorship. Have the
sacred books of other religions, let me ask, ever
ventured upon a definition of God ? Have any of
them ever declared the unpardonable nature of
sin or declared forgiveness to be a cardinal grace
in man ? Whence then did this religion come ?
Could one of its facts or of its doctrines ever have
been woven into a fabric of an all-comprehensive
utility to mankind in the loom of human inge-
nuity ? These are pertinent questions in the
judgment of a priori reason ; and since infidelity
professedly argues itself out upon this line, its de-
fenders are bound to answer them satisfactorily to
common-sense. Why has there been no attempt
in this direction ? There can be but one answer.
As to recent efforts, we believe that the modern
sophistry of scientists shall meet with no better
success than the old science of sophists, in their
attacks upon revealed truth.

(3.) The Christian religion is original in its
adaptation. Wherever it has gone over the globe,
it has proved itself adequate to the spiritual and
intellectual necessities of all kinds of men, irre-
spective of differences in race, climate, language,
habit, or in any thing else that modifies social